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Devoted to the interests of Unitarian Sunday Schools. 


Vot. III. 


DECEMBER, 1874. 


No. 3. 


A NEW. SONG-BOOK. 


A MOVEMENT has been made in the West 
for a song-book, prepared for use in Liberal 
Sunday Schools. At the Western Con- 
ference of Unitarian and other Christian 
Churches, held’ at St. Louis, last May, a 
committee was chosen to take the.matter in 
charge, consisting of Rev. C. W. Wendte, 
of Chicago, Ill.; Rev. M. J. Savage, now 
of Boston; Rev. Chas. Noyes, of Cincin- 
nati, O.; Rev. Jenk. Li. Jones, of Janes- 
ville, Wis.; and Rev. F. L. Hosmer, ‘of 
Quincy, Il. 

This Committee have made an arrange- 
ment with Mr. H. S. Perkins, author of 
“* River of Life,” “*‘ Song Echo,” and other 
popular musical works, to prepare the new 
Sunday-School Song-Book contemplated 
The interest manifested in this 
enterprise, East as well as West, and the 
competency of Mr. Perkins for the work 
he has been selected to do, give good 
assurance that the wants of the Liberal 
Sunday Schools will be satisfactorily met 
by this new publication. Mr. Perkins has 
issued the following 


CARD. 


The undersigned cordially solicits contributions 
from composers of music and hymns to the new 
Sunday-school Book which he is now preparing 
for publication. Songs of Home; of Temperance; 
of Love; of Good-will; of Charity; of Nature’s 
Gifts; of Present Blessings; of the Life wwe now 
Live; and other vital subjects, embodying good 
moral sentiment; sparkling, cheerful, thankful, 
and soul-stirring, just such as is needed to enliven 
the Sunday School, and make it both attractive to 


children and helpful to the cause. Response to 


the following) interrogatories will be thankfully 
received : — 


~ First (And most difficult of all). — A Name? 


Srconp.— How many old, familiar tunes? 
Name them. ; 

Turrp.— How many old, familiar hymns? 
Name them. 

Fourra.— How many pages, if any, of Ser- 
vices ? 

FirrH.— Any suggestions, pertinent to the 
subject. 

An early response is desired, it being the 
intention to have the MS. in the publisher’s 
hands as early as February, 1875. The book 
‘will contain 160 pages. Retail price, 35 cents. 


Per dozen, $3.60. 
H. 8. PERKINS, 


162 State Street, Chicago, Ill. 


LESSON X. 
THE FEAST OF DEDICATION. 


1. The Apocrypha. This word, which in 
its original Greek means “ concealed,” or 
“hidden,” we find applied to certain writ- 
ings usually found in our Bibles, between 
the Old Testament and the New. Different 
reasons are given for the use‘of the term. 
The most probable explanation of it lies in 
the fact that the origin of the writings was 
unknown, and their authority uncertain. 
The Hebrew books of the Old Testament 
had been received by the Jews as authori- 
tative. Those books were, and still are, 
the Sacred Scriptures of the Jews. They 
were to be read in the hearing of all the 
people, and effectually taught them. The 
apocryphal books were written and asso- 
ciated with the old Hebrew writings at a 
later period. They were not regarded by 
the Jews, or by the early Christians gener- 
ally, as of the same authority as the older 
Scriptures; but were to be read with cau- 
tion. Josephus wrote: ‘‘ From the reign 
of Artaxerxes to within our memory there 
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have been several things committed to 
writing, which, however, have not acquired 
the same degree of credit and authority as 
the former books, inasmuch as the tradition 
andjsuccession of the prophets were less 
certain.” The apocryphal books were, no 
doubt, included in the written records to 
which Josephus referred, and were all prob- 
ably written during the first three centuries 
preceding the birth of Christ. 

The value of these books to us is in their 

worth as historical records, or, as the 
‘¢ Wisdom of Solomon,” in their elevated 
teaching. It is a matter of but little im- 
portance whether they are to be regarded 
as canonical or uncanonical. Among the 
records of the time were five books of Mac- 
cabees. These were severally written at 
different dates, and by different authorse 
Only two of the books are found in the 
Apocrypha. The first is probably most 
valuable as a historical document. ‘The 
second, however, is not without much his- 
toric truth. 
"2. The Era of the Seleucide. After 
the breaking up of the vast empire of 
Alexander the Great, Seleucus Nicanor 
established himself as king of Syria, about 
312 8.c. The rulers of his line are known 
as the Scleucide, and the era of the Selu- 
cide commences with his reign. The dates 
of. the Book of Maccabees are of this era. 

3. Casleu. The month Chisleu (Kis’/-leu) 
of the Hebrews. The Jewish months com- 
menced with the new moon, and cannot, 
therefore, exactly correspond to ours. 
Chisleu commenced with the new moon of 
what we should cali December. 

4, Antiochus Hpiphanes. This Syrian 
king was a son of Antiochus the Great, and 
the eighth of the Seleucid. His treatment 
of the Jews and his profanation of the tem- 
ple are detailed in the first chapter of 1 
Maccabees. 

5. The Maccabees. ‘The epithet, Macca- 
beus, bestowed upon Judas, the most heroic 
of the sons of Mattathias, became a family 
designation. The books of Maccabees are 
a record of the religious and patriotic de- 
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votion and valor of this family. There 
seems to be no certainty in regard to the 
meaning of*the word ‘‘ Maccabeus.” It may 
have come from a word meaning hammer, 
and thus have expressed the heroic valor 
and irresistible force of Judas. This family 
is also known as the Asmoneans, because of 
its descent from a certain priest of Jerusa- 
lem named Asmoneus. He was the great- 
grandfather of Mattathias. An account of 
what Mattathias did may be read in the sec- 
ond chapter of 1 Maccabees; and of the 
exploits of Judas in the third and fourth 
chapters. 

6. The Dedication. Judas after his vic- 
tories went to Jerusalem with his army. 
For three years the temple had. suffered 
profanation. The faithful beheld it in its 
despoiled condition with great grief. The 
first work was to cleanse and repair. The 
altar upon which had been offered idola- 
trous sacrifice was too much polluted ever 
to be used in the worship of God. So they 
pulled it down and built.a new altar. At 


length, all was ready for commencing anew _ 


that temple-service which had been so long 
interrupted. Judas arranged that the an- 


niversary of the temple’s profanation by _ 


Antiochus should be the day for the dedica- 


tion of the new altar, and the entering again | 
upon the regular offering of the appointed | 


sacrifices to God. 
It may readily be conceived that the oc- 


casion was a most joyous one to the Jews, | 


They flocked to the temple in their gayest 
attire, with branches of palm in their hands. 


Three years before it had been robbed of | 


its costly treasures. But then, its forefront | 
glistened in the morning sun, hung with 
crowns and shields of gold from the spoils | 


won by Judas in his great battles. 
court of the men and the court of the women } 
were filled with the Jewish population, and 
in the outer court were gathered many for- 
eigners to behold what they could of the: 
magnificent spectacle, and observe the gen- 
eral joy. The fire upon the altar of incense‘ 
was lighted, the trumpets of the temple 
sounded, the priests came forth from their: 


The } 
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apartments into the court where stood the 
altar, the singers and musicians of the Le- 
vites took their places in the orchestra 
connected with the steps that led from the 
court of the women into the court of the 
men, and the solemn ceremony began. 
The lighting the fire upon the new altar, 
the pouring out of the libations, the burn- 
ing the slain animals upon the altar. as 
offerings to God, the chanting of psalms 
by the singers, the filling in the pauses in 
the chanting with the music of the stringed 
instruments and the cymbals as the people 
bowed themselves to the ground in ad- 
oration, — these were all parts of the im- 
pressive ceremony, and were witnessed or 
engaged in with the utmost interest and 
the liveliest sense of gratitude. The cere- 
mony over, the people returned to their 
homes, and the whole city was full of re- 
joicing. Syne 

7. The Feast ordained. In connection 
with the dedication, Judas ordained a feast 
of eight days; and the same to be annually 
observed. In this he no doubt had a patri- 
otic as well as a religious motive. The 
peril of the nation had been very great. 
The agencies employed. by Antiochus had 
been successful in drawing off a large num- 
ber of Jews from their religious and national 
allegiance. The Maccabean influence and 
‘success had counteracted these agencies 
and united the Jews in a more thorough 
devotion to their religion, and a more in- 
tense desire to preserve their nationality. 
The annual observance of this feast would 
keep alive the memory of the Maccabean 
victories, of the dangers escaped, of the 
good gained, and quicken the religious 
patriotism of the nation. 

8. How celebrated. This feast did not 
require a pilgrimage to Jerusalem, but was 
celebrated throughout Jewry. The Jeru- 
salem celebration would of course be the 
most attraetive, because of the temple, with 
its sacrifices, adornments, and illumination. 
Each day the Jews would assémble in the 
temple, or in the synagogues, carrying 
green branches in their hands, and join in 
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singing psalms to God. In the evening, 
the temple and all the houses were illumin- 
ated. For this reason the festival was 
sometimes called, as is seen in Josephus, 
“The Feast of Lights.” The rule: was 
that every house should certainly have one 
light. Those Jews who wished to show 
more honor to the oceasion, would light as 
many lights as there were persons in the 
family ; and some would add a light each 
evening for each person, showing eight 
times as many lights on the last evening 
as on the first. The lights were lighted 
at sunset by the head of the family, who 
pronounced on the first evening the three 
following benedictions: 1. ‘‘ Blessed: art 
Thou, Lord our God, King of the world, 
who hast sanctified us with thy command- 
ments, and enjoined upon us to light the 
lamps of the Feast of Dedication.” 2. 
‘* Blessed art Thou, Lord our God, King 
of the world, who hast done wonders for 
our forefathers in those days about. this 
time.” 38. ‘* Blessed art Thou, Lord our 
God, King of the world, who has preserved 
us in life and health, and hast permitted us 
to see this day.” On the other evenings 
only the first two benedictions were pro- 
nounced. 

9. To dedicate. In a religious sense, 
to dedicate any thing is to declare it as given 
to God, and to be devoted to his service. 
Life or fortune may thus be dedicated to 
him. To dedicate a building in this sense, 
is to set it apart for his worship. The de- 
gree of sacredness that attaches to such an 
act differs among different classes of peo- 
ple. The Catholics can now hold a fair in 
the new cathedral they have built in Boston, 
because it has not been dedicated. After 
dedication, such use of the building would 
be to them profanation. Some Protestant 
bodies regard their houses of worship as 
especially set apart for religious services, 
and on no account to be used for any’ 
other. Other Protestant bodies hold their 
church - buildings more freely, regarding 
whatever is helpful to man as serviceable 
to God. 
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LESSON XI. 
JESUS AGAIN AT JERUSALEM. 

1. Jesus at Bethany. How long Jesus 
remained at the house of Mary and Martha 
is not stated, nor is it intimated what was 
his object in being in the vicinity of Jeru- 
salem at this time. He may have desired 
a few days’ rest; and it was probably while 
he was tarrying with the sisters that the 
Feast of Dedication came on. The tender 
interest manifested in this family renders it 
certain that their house was more to him 
than a place casually visited. It was prob- 
ably often made his home when he visited 
Jerusalem. 

2. Winter. Winter in Jerusalem was 
and is quite different from winter in the 
northern parts of our country. It is the 
rainy season. Snow sometimes falls, but 
not often. No injury is occasioned to veg- 
etation by frosts. ‘The rains are not con- 
stant, but frequent and heavy. Sometimes 
two or three weeks of pleasant weather will 
occur in December or January, and then 
the rains will set in again. Seed-time com- 
mences after the first rains in October; and 
all through the rainy season, the grain crops 
are growing and ripening. The harvesting 
commences with the barley in the latter 
part of May. The latitude of Jerusalem 
is nearly about the same as that of Savan- 
nah, Geo. The inconvéniences in Decem- 
ber would be the sudden falls of rain, and 
sometimes a cool and chilly atmosphere. 

3. Jerusalem during the Feast. The city 
was not crowded with people as at the great 
feasts required by the law; but it was a 
centre of attraction, and crowds went up 
daily to the temple, each individual with 
his palm or branches of green. That edifice 
was no doubt adorned with the old trophies, 
as in the time of Judas Maccabeus, and 
every thing appealed to the national pride, 
and stimulated to national rejoicing. The 
lighting of the lamps at the going down of 
the sun was an impressive ceremony; and 
the illuminated temple and ‘city would 


awaken joy in the hearts of all. 
4. Jesus at the Temple. Ona morning 
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of one of the feast-days, Jesus walked to 
Jerusalem, and visited the temple. Did 
he enter into the spirit of the occasion? 
He, the man of peace, could appreciate 
certainly the man of war, who, inspired with 
an almost irresistible might, delivered his 
nation from the Syrian rule, and brought 
back priests and people to a more righteous 
observance of the law. ‘There is no reason 
to think that he was out of sympathy with 
the occasion; and it may be that somehow 
he thought a way might open for him to do 
the Father’s work in leading the people out 
of the worse bondage into which they had 
fallen, and to establish the kingdom of 
truth and righteousness. 

5. Solomon’s Porch. Josephus, in An- 
tiquities, Book XX. chap. ix. § 7, asserts 
that the eastern cloister of the temple was 
the work of King Solomon. It may haye 
been so in part. A portion of this cloister 
may have escaped the destruction which 
came upon the temple; or the old materials 
of the temple may have been used in its 
reconstruction. It was, no doubt, for some 
such reason that it bore the name of Sol- 
omon’s Porch. This cloister, it will be 
recollected, was six hundred feet long, 
forty-five feet wide, thirty-seven and one- 
half feet high; and had a flat roof supported 
by two rows of white marble columns. It 
was the cloister in front of the temple 
proper, which faced the east. In this clois- 
ter Jesus is represented as walking. The 
time was probably after the morning sacri- 
fice, when the outer court, including its long 
colonnades, on such a festive day, would 
present an animated scene. Many thou- 
sands of men in groups, of few or many, 
were spread out along the colonnades, or in 
the open court, their only object the enjoy- 
ment of each other’s society, or of whatever 
might offer. Some of the wiser ones would 
gather about the learned Rabbis, while 
others would be drawn to merrier circles. 
Jesus by no means had the colonnade to 
himself, though he seems to have paced 
back and forth unattended, occupied with 
his own thoughts. 
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6. The Demand of the Jews. As Jesus 
was recognized, his presence was made 
known from group to group, and an inter- 
est was awakened in regard to him. On 
the part of many, perhaps of most, it was 
not an unfriendly interest. The feast they 
celebrated brought before them the deliv- 
erer of their nation from the Grecian rule. 
The trophies of the great contest he waged 
were displayed even then upon the temple- 
front. But the Jews were then groaning 


under a stronger rule than that of the Gre- 


cian kings of Syria. There at the north- 
west angle of the temple inclosure stood 
the fortress of Antonia, from which the 
Roman soldier was overlooking the temple- 
courts. Who should be their deliverer 
from Roman bondage? Such a deliverer 
they looked for in the Messiah. Here was 
aman some ¢alled the Messiah. He seemed 
himself sometimes to admit that he was the 
Messiah, and to assume the attributes of 
the Messiahship. What more natural than 
that the question, ‘‘Is he the Messiah?” 
should be discussed among them. There 
were those who ridiculed the idea, and they 
were in the majority. But there were some 
who were not clear in their minds in regard 
to the question, and really wished he would 
speak more plainly. The suggestion that 
he should be approached and induced to 
declare himself, was readily caught at, and 
the more readily by those who were most at 
enmity with him, as it might enable them 
to bring a direct charge against him. In 
the movement upon Jesus, they therefore 
took the leading part. His manner towards 
them and his speech were no doubt differ- 
ent from what they would have been towards 
those who could have confessed an honest 
perplexity of mind. 

Jesus found himself suddenly arrested in 
his walk, and surrounded by a crowd of 
somewhat excited men, He was abruptly 
asked, how long he intended to keep them 
in suspense; and besought, if he were the 
Messiah, plainly to tell them so. 

7. The Reply of Jesus. The Pharisees, 
or leading Jews, showed, no doubt, their 
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inward satisfaction at the position in which 
Jesus was apparently brought. Their de- 
mand upon him seemed a very fair one. 
But, if he declared himself to be the Mes- 
siah, the crowd would immediately call upon 
him to show his Messiahship by becoming 
their deliverer; if he was not the Messiah, 
then faith in him would disappear. Thus they 
might have reasoned. Jesus understood 
them, and answered them with his usual wis- 
dom. He had no more to say than he had said 
before. ‘They believed not what he had 
said, and would not believe what he should 
say now. All the evidence was before them, 
but they could understand itnot. And this, 
he told them, as he had told them two months 
before, was because they were not of his 
sheep. Their line of thought and life, their 
dispositions, their ideas of heavenly things, 
were so different from his, that they could 
not understand him, nor the things which 
he asserted. His voice to them was as the 
voice of a stranger. But they who were 
simpler and truer, whose’ souls were ready 
for the truth, knew his voice, and were of 
his flock. These the Father had given him; 
and to these he gave that truth which is 
eternal life. Of these, he was indeed the 
Messiah. There was not power in man to 
pluck them out of his hand, any more than 
they could be plucked out of the Father’s 
hand. He knew that in the course he had 
taken, and in the work he was doing, all 
the spiritual forces of the universe were on 
his side; that he was working not only in 
the name of the Father, but as the Father 
himself was working, for the lifting up 
of men into a diviner life. It was this 
unity of spirit and purpose that he asserted 
in his oneness with the Father. It was the 
strongest assertion of the truth of his po- 
sition possible for him to make, and was 
made out of that intense consciousness of 
God which characterized his life, — a con- 
sciousness not unlike in kind, however dif- © 
fering in degree, from that which comes 
into the souls of all who unreservedly de- 
vote themselves to the truth. 


8. The Effect upon the Jews. All that 
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was involved in a spiritual Messiahship 
Jesus had claimed. Of course, those Jews 
did not understand him. They did not want 
to understand him. But they knew they 
had failed in the object they had in view 
when they came to him with such a plau- 
sible request, as they thought. ‘The old 
hatred burst forth. They could cry out, 
“Blasphemy!” ‘‘ Blasphemy!” ‘‘ He makes 
himself God!” and then rush out into the 
court to some spot where work on the tem- 
ple was unfinished, to pick up stones to hurl 
at him. As they came furiously back, a 
still larger crowd gathered about Jesus. 
To stone him with certainty of not injuring 
others was not easy. The Pharisees glared 
at him and menaced him. Jesus calmly 
said, ‘‘ Many good works have I showed 
you from my Father; for which of these do 
you stone me?” ‘There was deep pathos 
in the question; but it brought only the 
angry reply: “For a good work, we stone 
thee not; but for blasphemy, and because 
that thou, being a man, makest thyself 
God.” 

9. Jesus showed the Absurdity of the 
Charge. Jesus answered them, Is it not 
written in your Scripture, which you ac- 
knowledge cannot be broken, I said, ‘‘ Ye 
are gods”? Now, if they to whom the 
word of God came can be called gods, how 
is it blasphemy in me, whose life conforms to 
his will, to say that I am the son of God? 
There could, of course, be no answer. Had 
Jesus declared himself to be God, there 
could have been no force in this argument. 

Jesus closed by exhorting them to judge 
him by his works. If he did the works of 
God, believe him; if he did not the works 
of God, believe him not. 


LESSON XII. 
JESUS AT THE PHARISER’S, HOUSE. 

1. The Attempt to take Jesus. The Jews 
desisted from stoning Jesus in the temple- 
court. ‘Their next move was to rush upon 
him and seize him, with the design, per- 
haps, of, separating him from his friends, 
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dragging him out of the temple, and ston- 
ing him to death. But whatever their pur- 
pose, it was frustrated. The crowd had 
not that hatred of Jesus that burned in the 
breasts of the Pharisees. They allowed him 
to escape from the temple, and get away 
from Jerusalem in safety. 

It needs to be noticed that in John’s 
gospel the term ‘ Jews” often denotes 
only the Pharisees, or leading Jews, and 
not the whole mass of the people. The 
number desirous of stoning Jesus may have 
been but a small portion of the crowd that 
had gathered. The remarks of Jesus that 
followed had no influence in mollifying these 
leading Jews, but probably maddened them 
the more. They did undoubtedly have a 
good effect upon the great body of listen- 
ers. The Pharisees were probably wise 
enough to produce no protracted disturb- 
ance in the courts of the temple, as that 
would have brought down for its suppres- 
sion the Roman soldiers from the fortress 
of Antonia. 

2. The Necessity for leaving Judea. There 
was such a settled purpose on the part of 
the rulers of the Jews that Jesus should be 
put to death, that there was no safety for 
him in Judea. That night Jesus probably 
made his way back to Bethany. ‘The little 
household there must have keenly felt the 
perils that beset their great friend. Per- 
haps the brother had himself been at the 
temple that day, seen and heard all; and 
been of the number who stood by the side 
of Jesus to protect him. It was clear that 
Jesus must for the present seek safety in 
another province.. The next day, or soon 
after, he took the Jericho road down into 
the Jordan valley, crossed the Jordan, and 
took up his abode at another Bethany, in 
Perea. 

3. Perea. This now almost uninhabited 
territory, lying east of the Jordan, was in 
the time of Jesus filled with numerous cities 
and villages. The population was not 
strictly Jewish, though many Jews were 
among its inhabitants. It was under the. 
same government as the province of Gal- 
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ilee, being a part of the tetrarchy of Herod. 


‘At one time, the Jews tried to frighten Je- 


sus from the province by telling him that 
Herod sought to kill him. The reason that 
Jesus could remain in this province with 
more safety than in either Galilee or Judea, 
was probably not only because the Jewish 
influence was less, but because the preju- 
dices of the Jews there had not become so 
much excited against him. 

4. Where John at first baptized. This 
place is given in the New Testament as 
Bethabara, the ‘‘ house-of-ford,” or place 
of crossing. In the oldest manuscripts it is 
given as Bethany; and modern Biblical 
critics restore this name. To a Bethany 
beyond the Jordan Jesus resorted. In re- 
gard to its location there is no actual cer- 
tainty. Most authorities place it at the 
ford near Jericho; other authorities give 
it a place higher up the river. For a time 
Jesus tarried at this place, teaching those 
who came to him; and here his disciples once 
more joined him. 

5. Jesus invited to a Pharisee’s House. 
The Jewish interpretation of the Sabbath 
laws'did not forbid social entertainments on 
the Sabbath; but the cooking necessary for 
the meal had to be done on some day pre- 
vious. ‘There could be no cooking on the 
Sabbath. So it was not strange for one of 
the chief Pharisees even to invite friends to 
eat with him on that day. The motive that 
led to the invitation of Jesus by a Pharisee, 
who was one of the important men of the 
place, does not appear. Most likely he 
was one of the class not embittered against 
Jesus, and wished to know him more inti- 
mately, and learn what it was he taught. 
It appears from the parables that followed 
that it was a large entertainment, many 
being the invited guests. This will account 
for the fact that Jesus was watched, with- 
out the necessity of supposing that any 
snare had been laid for him by inviting 
him there, and then bringing in a man who 
had the dropsy, to see what Jesus would do. 

6. The Dropsical Man. The feast, being 
something more than a mere private enter- 
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tainment, excited the interest of the neigh- 
bors. Many came in as spectators, among 
them a man sick with the dropsy. He was 
so placed as to attract the attention of Je- 
sus. The old question of the lawfulness of 
healing on the Sabbath came up. The 
argument presented by Jesus was un- 
answerable. Modern critics read, ‘‘ if 
his son or his ox,” instead of, ‘‘ if he have 
an ass or an ox.” The idea seems to be, 
if his son, or even his ox, fall into a pit on 
the Sabbath-day, will he not pull him out? 
This man in his pitiable condition was cer- 
tainly as deserving of compassion as their 
oxen, or even as their sons; and his de- 
liverence on the Sabbath none the less 
right. 

7. Choosing the Highest Places. ‘There 
had been probably some unseemly strife in 
securing honorable places at the table. 
The guests reclined on couches, generally 
three on each couch. The most honorable 
places were on the couch with the host. 
The next in honor on the next couch, and 
so down. The nearer the host the more 
honorable the place. Etiquette in Oriental 
society demanded that guests should be 
placed in accordance with their rank, po- 
sition in society, age. The guests supposed 
to know their proper positions were some- 
times left to take them of themselves. 
Then, it seemed, there would be a struggle 
for the higher couches, and for the higher 
positions on the couch. As might naturally 
be conceived, there would be uncertainty 
in regard to the relative rank of many 
guests. Each guest, however, was disposed 
to settle the matter by getting the highest 
place he could. It would therefore often be 
the duty of the host to invite a guest who was 
too high to a lower place; and to invite 
one who was too low to a higher place. As 
complimentary as it-was to be invited up, 
so humiliating was it to be invited down. 
The advice of Jesus was to take the lowest 
places, and thus avoid all humiliation. 

The teaching of the parable seems at first 
simply prudential. They who are humble 
often get lifted up in the world, while those 
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who are proud and grasping fall to lower 
positions. The ascent of the humble, and 
the descent of the proud, are the natural 
results in process of time, even in positions 
purely worldly. But there is a deeper 
truth. It was the spiritual virtue of hu- 
mility that Jesus really commended, with- 
out which there can be no real spiritual 
growth. “It is the unalterable law in the 
spiritual kingdom, that humility exalts, and 
pride abases. In this lesson, however, the 
aim is not to exhaust the meaning of the 
parable, but to give it its place and an un- 
derstanding of its form. 

8. The Lesson to the Host. Selfish con- 
siderations generally influenced the giver 
of a feast. He felt himself honored in en- 
tertaining the honorable; and, in calling in 
his friends and neighbors, his motives some- 
times lay in his love of their praise, and in 
the expectation of receiving like civilities. 
There was a lesson of humility for him, 
too, as well as a lesson of charity. It 
might seem a grand thing to entertain a 
king, but it would be far grander to ad- 
minister to the wants of the poor. The 
lowliest and most disinterested service wins 
the largest recompense in the spiritual king- 
dom, that eternal life into which the right- 
eous shall rise. 

The duty which this parable inculcates is 
presented in the form that circumstances 
suggested. It is that of a thoughtful in- 
terest in the welfare of those who are shut 
out from the ordinary enjoyments of life. 
Who better than he who shrank not from 
the leper’s touch could teach this? Sym- 
pathy with the sick and the afflicted, pity 
for the poor in our hearts, there is no fear 
but we shall in some way seek to relieve 
and help. The form in which it shall be 
done, the time must determine. Jesus does 
not say, no entertainment of friends, no 
_ feasts or banquets; but less doing of that 
for which we look for recompense in kind 
on the earthly side, and more doing of that 
in giving earthly comfort, for which there 
is no recompense except on the spiritual 
side. 
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9. The Parable of the Supper. In this 
lesson, this parable can only be alluded to 
as probably connected with the occasion 
with which the lesson opens. To the spir- 
itual supper prepared by the Great King 
his servants will not only stand at the tables 
and serve, but go out into the highways and 
byways and seek for guests, — most ear- 
nestly pressing them to come in and par- 
take. 


LESSON XIII. 
JESUS AND SINNERS. 


1. The Occasion. At this Bethany be- 
yond the Jordan, or in its vicinity, Jesus 
took up his abode for a little time. All 
classes of people came to him, particularly 
the lowest classes in the social scale, the 
publicans, and the open sinners; and he 
received them all gladly, and instructed 
them in the better way of life. He knew 
no social or religious castes, put on no 
assumption of holiness; but knew men as 
men, received them as children of the same 
Good Father, mingled with them freely, ate 
with them, however low their estate. This 
was so different from the usual manner of 
Jewish teachers, that it attracted attention, 
and more and more drew the outcast and 
degraded unto him. One day the Phari- 
sees who visited him, observing his kindly, 
winning, familiar way with this class of men 
whom they despised, whose mere touch 
upon their robes they deemed pollution, to 
eat with whom they would have deemed a 
sin, they turned to each other in surprise, 
and murmured, speaking loudly enough to 
be heard, that Jesus should receive such 
people into his presence, and even eat with 
them. 

It is not strange that Jesus should meet 
the same objections in Perea that he had 
met in Galilee and Judea. His replies to 
them were not in each case the same, but 
they set forth the same truth. 

2. The Reply to the Pharisees. The reply 
was in parables. The first one, that of the 
‘* Lost Sheep,” we have had before, Matt. 


hil 
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xviil. 10-14, in a somewhat different con- 
nection, and as related in Galilee. There 
is no reason why the same parable should 
not have been used several times, if the 
occasion required. Here the statement in 
connection with it is different, because the 
circumstances are different. It is as if 
Jesus had said, There you stand claiming 
to be righteous. If you are so, there is no 
anxiety in heaven in regard to you. But 
in heaven there is anxiety in regard to these 
lost. They are to be sought; and every 
one that is found and borne back, is a cause 
of great rejoicing. They who are in alli- 
ance with heavenly things stop not to con- 
template their own goodness and rejoice in 
themselves, but are eager to help others to 
know righteousness and enter into its joy. 
Heavenly love knows not itself, but only 
needy souls. It gives its banquets not to 
those already spiritually filled, but to souls 
spiritually famished. 

The joy of finding and bringing back the 
lost was shown by another parable. A 
woman had ten pieces of silver. She lost 
one. What did she do, — make herself 
happy over the nine remaining? No; she 
could not rest. She searched diligently all 
the dark corners, every hiding-place, until 
the lost piece was found. Then what joy 
came into her heart! More than she had 
known in all her possessions before! Heaven 
rejoices not in what it has, so long as there 
is a single soul lost outside. 

3. The Prodigal Son. Jesus proceeded 
still farther, and by another parable showed 
the condition of the erring, the yearning and 
ready love of the Father, and a little more 
plainly the hard and unreasonable position 
taken by the Pharisees. In thus doing, he 
in a short story interpreted his whole life 
and gospel. In its form, the story is per- 
fect ; in its spirit, divine. 

Here is the sinner; the younger son who 
wanted all that life would yield him in a 
free indulgence. He fretted under pater- 
nal control, and could not live under the 
restraints of home. His father yielded to 
his wish, a wish expressed in an almost 


rude demand. The Father holds not his 
children by compulsion. All there was 
that the son could take was given him, and 
he went farther and farther from home in 
his life of sensuality and sin. His portion 
went fast, and was soon exhausted. There 
came upon him wretchedness and want. 
He was reduced to the lowest condition. 
What should he do? Then flashed into his 
mind a picture of the home he left. The 
lowest menial there had enough and to 
spare, while he was perishing with the direst 
hunger. In the humility of a deep conscious- 
ness of his sin, he would arise, go back to 
the old home, not as a son, but as a re- 
pentant wanderer, begging to be received 
as a hired servant. He turned towards his 
home. The father waited not to be en- 
treated; at the first intimation that his son 
was returning, he went out to meet him; 
and when he came where he was, waited not 
for a word, but fell on his neck and kissed 
him. The penitent son would be a hired 
servant, but finds himself a child beloved. 
He is led home with joy; enfolded in the 
best robe ; his feet are sandalled ; and a ring 
is put upon his finger. The fatted calf is 
killed; the neighbors are called in; the 
whole house is full of music and rejoicing, 
and is all ablaze with light. Thus is set 
forth the Heavenly Father’s way of re- 
ceiving wanderers back. 

But what breaks in upon this rejoicing? 
The return of the eldest son from the field. 
He does not understand this reception of a 
sinner. He is angry, and will not go into 
the house where he is. The father comes 
out and entreats him. He will not be 
entreated. He angrily complains that he has 
given long years of faithful service, and not 
even a kid has been given him to make 
merry with his friends; but this riotous son 
must have the fatted calf! Here was the 
Pharisee with his legal service, which he had 
rendered with such painful consciousness 
that it brought him no joy. Yet what says 
divine love to him? ‘‘ Son, thou art ever 
with me, and all I have is thine.” All the 
abundance of the Father’s house had been 
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at his disposal. Nothing had been with- 
held; nothing would be withheld. He 
could enter into full possession and enjoy 
as he would. But here was his brother, 
whom they had mourned as dead, alive ; 
here was the long lost, found. Meet in- 
deed it was that they should be merry and 
glad. 

There will not be time to bring out many 
things that the parable suggests, nor will it 
be wise to bring minor points into undue 
prominence. The culminating point in the 
story is the full, free, joyous reception of 
the wanderer, the dost son, back into the 
old home. ‘The eldest son was the repre- 
sentative, not only of the Jewish Pharisee, 
but of that class who pride themselves on 
their rigid exactness in outward service, 
and grow to consider themselves the right- 
ful heirs of heaven, to the rigorous exclu- 
sion of all others from any of its privileges 
and enjoyments. 

The mission of Christianity is beautifully 
set forth in these parables, and especially 
is its spirit manifested in this ‘‘ crown and 
pearl of all parables,” The Prodigal Son. 


A CHRISTMAS EXERCISE. 


BY W. N. EVANS, OF MONTREAL. 


King Christmas. 


For eighteen hundred years and more 
I’ve wandered forth from shore to shore; 
Have spread the message far and wide 
Which I received near Jordan's tide. 
Some have received the word with joy, 
Obedience their lov’d employ; 

The good seed fell on fruitful mould, 
And brought forth e’en an hundredfold. 
Elsewhere it fell amid the thorns, 

On barren rocks, or on the stones; 

And sometimes I have wept to find 
How blind of heart were humankind; 
But Heaven is open to my prayer, 

God heareth me, — I’Jl not despair. 


Chorus. 
The Heaven is open to our prayer, 
God heareth us, — we’ll not despair. 
Faith. 


Hail to King Christmas! I have come 
From many a land and many a home; 
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From north and south, from east and west, 
From lands in flowery vesture drest; 
From regions of eternal snow, 

Where icy winds for ever blow; 

From many a happy temperate clime, 
From valley sweet, from hill sublime; 
From rolling ocean’s distant shores, 

From lowly cot, from temple doors, — 

I have been welcomed far and near, 

Have soothed the moan, have dried the tear; 
Was warmly pressed to many a heart, 
From which my love will ne’er depart; 
Have watched the path of woe and pain 
All blossom into joy again. 

Your blessed tidings were the power 
Illumined e’en the darkest hour, 

Broke rude oppressions cruel rod, 

And raised the prostrate soul to God! 


King Christmas. 


O Faith! how weak my work must be 
Without thy blessed ministry ; 

Still by thy sweet, persuasive art 
Strive to control each human heart; 
Then will the world new life receive, 
When they can hear and firm believe! 


Chorus. 


Holy, holy Father, 
Hear our humble prayer, 
*Mid the world’s temptatiens, 
’>Mid its toil and care; 
When seducing pleasure 
Spreads her silken chain, 
Let Faith’s lovely features 
Draw us back again. 
Then let Faith be with us, till life’s journey’s o’er, 
And we safe are landed on the heavenly shore. 


When success shines o’er us, 
Bright from day to day, 
Faith shall lead us safely 
O’er the dangerous way. 
In the hour of sorrow 
Faith will raise our eyes 
To the sun of comfort, 
Beaming from the skies- 
Then let Faith be with us, till life’s journey’s o’er, 
And we safe are landed’ on the heavenly shore. 


In our daily duties 
Faith shall lead us on; 
By her holy presence 
Be our victories won; 
Faith in every teaching 
Of the holy word; 
Faith in God, our Father, 
Faith in Christ, our Lord. 
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Then let Faith be with us, till life’s journey’s o’er, 
And we safe are landed on the heavenly shore. 


King Christmas. 


But who comes now, with features so benign, 
Her brows encircled as by light divine ? — 

Tis Hope, the soother of the orphans’ grief ! 
Tis Hope, that brings to widow’d hearts relief ! 
Welcome, dear sister, from thy blest employ, — 
Tell us thy story, —let us share thy joy. 


Hope. 
Hail, happy Christmas! friend of joy and mirth, 
How are thy visits welcomed through the earth. 
Thou speak’st of one who came from heaven above 
To bring the message of the Father’s love. 
That message I have borne from shore to shore, 
Through distant lands, — across wild ocean’s roar; 
Proclaimed it to the souls bow’d down with grief, 
Have seen its power so mighty for relief; 
From year to year it takes a deeper hold, 
Increasing millions do its arms infold. 
The time approaches, when, the vict’ry won, 
The earth will be the kingdom of God’s Son! 


Chorus. 
As wand’ring on life’s journey, 
Our duty to fulfil, 
We meet with disappointments, 
Be God our helper still; 
Then, though we feel discouraged, 
Hope still will point the way, 
Through scenes of toil and darkness, 
To everlasting day. 


O Father! lead us onward, 
And be our journey blest, 
Till, all our labors ended, 
We come to thee for rest; 
And Hope will fill our bosoms, 
Till, standing near the throne, 
We hear the blessed sentence, 
‘Thou child of God, well done!” 


King Chrisimas. 
My heart o’erflows with gratitude to the dear God 


above, 

Who thus infolds humanity within his arms of 
love. 

How great his condescension, that weak and 
erring men 

Are called from sin and sorrow back to his courts 
again ! 


And now another sister approaches, full of cheer, 
"Tis Charity, blest Charity! Thrice welcome, 
sister dear! 
Charity. 


King Christmas, and you, sisters dear, I hail with 


joy supreme, 


% 
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My prayers for you ascended with morhing’s 
earliest beam ; - 

Beneath the burning noon-tide, in evening’s grate- 
ful shade, 

For blessings on your labors my earnest spirit 
prayed. 

No power was mine to draw men, as by Faith’s 
upward gaze, 

To-where the crowns of glory on brows celestial 
blaze, — 

I could but hold the Saviour before their longing 
view, 

And show his love, ‘‘ Forgive them, for they know 
not what they do!” 

Not mine, with Hope’s fair promises, to smooth 
the rugged way, — 

I could but point where dying love upon the 
cross-tree lay ; 

And when their hearts seemed cold, and tender 
pity almost flown, ae 

I yearned once more to warm them by the life-, 
blood of mine own; 

And the power has often failed me to do the thing 
I would, 

Then came the Saviour’s loving words, “‘ She hath 
done what she could!” 


Chorus. 
Meek and lowly, pure and holy, 
Chief among the blessed three, 
Turning sadness into gladness, 
Heayen-born art thou, Charity. 


Pity dwelleth in thy bosom, 
Kindness reigneth o’er thy heart, 
Gentle thoughts alone can sway thee, 
Judgment hath in thee no part. 

Meek and lowly, &c. 


Hoping ever, failing never, 

Though deceived, believing still; 
Long abiding, all confiding 

To thy Heavenly Father’s will; 
Never weary of well-doing, 

Never fearful of the end; 
Claiming all mankind as brothers, 

Thou dost all alike befriend. 

Meek and lowly, &c. 
° 


King Christmas. 


Our pleasant meeting now must soon be o’er; 
We're called to walk in duty’s path once more. 
Faith. 
No faltering steps shall tread the blessed road; 
Come, Holy Spirit, lift us up to God! 
Lope. 
We hear the call, and straight give loving heed; 
We follow wheresoe’er thy light shall lead! 
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Charity. 


Welcome the call which brings me to his side, 
Ever in his loved presence to abide! 


Chorus. 


Jesus, by thy simple beauty, 
Grander than the world has known, 
Draw us, that through earnest duty 
We may reach the Father’s throne. 
Ever near us, guide and cheer us, 
Touch our eyes that we may see; 
If thou charm us, naught can harm us, 
Still the Father calls through thee. 


As we read the thrilling pages 
Of that life so pure and true, 
Star of Hope, across the ages, 
Through the dark illume our view. 
Eyer near us, &e. 


Long the world has dwelt in blindness, 
Empty rite, and formal creed, 
Hiding the dear Father’s kindness; 
Jesus, thou our strength indeed. 
Ever near us, &c. 


Faith, Hope, Love, oh, shine before us! 
These will make our lives divine; 
Saviour, ever bending o’er us, 
Be each thought and act like thine! 
Ever near us, &c. 


The last two hymns are from the Sabbath-school 
Hymn-book. 


EXAMINATION QUESTIONS. 


An assembly of Sunday-school teachers 
at Chautauqua Lake, N.Y., last August, 
embracing friends of Sunday-school work 
from all parts of this country and from 
Canada, sessions through 
fourteen days, and did an immense amount 
of work. The influence of its meetings 
must have been, and will continue to be, 
very great. At the closing session there 
was a final examination. ‘The following are 
some of the test questions given out on 
slips, to ‘be answered in writing. 


continued its 


1. Suppose you were asked by a pupil why you 
believe the Bible to be the word of God, what 
answer would you give? 

2. Name the four classes in which the books of 

‘the Old Testament are usually arranged. 

3. Name the minor prophets. 

4, Name the three classes in which the books of 
the New Testament are arranged. 
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5. In what languages was the Bible originally 
written ? 

6. Describe the spirit in which the Sunday- 
school teacher should study the word of God. 

7. What should the Sunday-school teacher do 
with difficulties in the Bible which he cannot 
understand or explain? 

8. What is the object of the Sunday School ? 

9. Name the list of officers in a good Sunday 
School. 

10. What is the relation of the Sunday School 
to the Church ? 

11. State rryE duties which a Sunday-school 
teacher owes to his scholars in school. 

12. State FIVE duties which he owes to his 
scholar out of Sunday School. 

18. Give FIVE short rules for a teacher in the 
preparation of his Sunday-school lesson. 

14. What are the various methods by which a 
teacher may use to the best advantage the EYES 
of his pupils? 

15. What do you understand by TACT in teach- 
ing? 

16. State your rules for getting your class in- 
terested in the lesson. 

17. Why should the memorizing of Scripture 
be encouraged among our youth? 

18. Why is home the best place to teach relig- 
ion? 

19. How may the Sunday School help home in 
its work ? 

20. How may our homes help the Sunday 
School ? 

21. Why should children attend the preaching 
service ? 

22. Why should older people attend the Sunday 
School ? 


EARNEST teaching must have for its 
basis strong convictions. - 


THERE can be no true love of God 
without a sincere love of men. 


Srrone faith energizes a man, and makes 
him a living force in the world. 
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LESSON X.—THE FEAST OF DEDICATION, 


*Descend, Almighty, from above 
On beams of light, on wings of love; 
And every soul a temple be, 
Meet, Holy Lord, for heaven and Thee.” 


[DEc. 6.] 


SPARKS. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Now on the five and twentieth day of the ninth 
month, which is called the month Casleu, in the 
hundred and forty-eighth year, they rose up be- 
times in the morning, and offered sacrifices accord- 
ing to the law upon the new altar of burnt-offer- 
ings, which they had made. 


Look, at what time and what day the; 


heathen had profaned it, even in thet was 
it dedicated with songs, and citherns, and 
harps, and cymbals. 


Then all the people fell upon their faces, wor- 
shipping and praising the God of heaven, who had 
given them good success. 

And so they kept the dedication of the 
altar eight days, and offered burnt-offerings 
with gladness, and sacrificed the sacrifice of 
deliverance and praise. They decked also the 
forefront of the temple with crowns of gold, and 
with shields; and the gates and the chambers they 


renewed. — Apocrypha, 1 MAcc. iv. 52-57. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.— That which has been solemnly dedicated to God is regarded as 


holy, and is to be used only in His service. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. What was the Thanksgiving festival of the 
Jews? 

The Feast of Tabernacles.. It came in October, 
and lasted a whole week. 

2. What was the next Jewish festival, after the 
Feast of Tabernacles ? 

The Feast of Dedication, in December. 

3. Did you ever attend the dedication of a 
ebureh ? ‘ 

4. What is it to dedicate a church? 

It is giving it to God,in such a public way, that 
the people will feel that it must be used only in His 
service. 

5. After Solomon had built his great and beau- 


_ tiful temple, what was done ? 


It was with great joy dedicated to God. 


6. How was it that the Jewish temple came to 
be used for the worship of idols ? 

A foreign army had taken Jerusalem; and the 
Soreigners profaned the temple by offering sacri- 
Jices to idols upon its altar. : 

7. How was Jerusalem rescued from these for- 
eigners ? 

The Jews, under a brave leader, Judas Maeca- 
beus ( Mac-ea be-us), defeated them in battle. 

8. Then what did the Jews do? 

They repaired the temple, built a new altar and 
dedicated 2 to God. 

9. What did Judas ordain in connection with 
this dedication ? 

That a festival of eight days should be kept every 
year mn remembrance of it. 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What were the three great Jewish feasts or- 
dained by the law? % 

2. What two other feasts of some importance 
were established by later authority ? 

The Feasts of Purim and of Dedication. 

3. What circumstances led to the establishment 
of the Feast of Dedication ? 

[Read 1 Maceabeus iv. The Apocrypha is gen- 
erally found in large Bibles. ] 

4. When did this dedication take place ? 

About the year 166 B.e. 


5. To which of our holidays does this feast 
seem to have the most resemblance? 

6. What sort of a man was Judas Maccabeus, 
and what did he accomplish foxhis country ? 

7. By whatever form or ceremony a temple or 
church is dedicated, what is intended by the act 
of dedieation ? 

8. Why was the dedication of the temple in 
the time of Judas such a cause of rejoicing ? 

9. What was his object in ordering the event 
to be celebrated by an annual feast ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The Jews under Antiochus Epiphanes; Mattathias ; Judas Maccabeus; the cleansing of the tem- 
ple, and the building of the new altar; the dedication; the institution of the feast; its object; the 


ceremony of dedication; its intent. 
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LESSON XI.—JESUS AGAIN AT JERUSALEM. 


*‘ All that the Father hath is thine, — 
Thus does thy word declare, — 
So the full stream of life divine 
Flows from the Godhead there.” 


SCRIPTURE 


And it was at Jerusalem the feast of the dedica- 
tion, and it was winter. And Jesus walked in the 
temple in Solomon’s porch. 

Then came the Jews round about him, and said 
unto him, How long dost thou make us to doubt ? 
If thou be the Christ, tell us plainly. 

Jesus answered them, I told you, and ye believed 
not: the works that I do in my Father’s 
mame, they bear witness of me. But ye be- 
lieve not, because ye are not of my sheep, as I said 


unto you. My sheep hear my voice, and I know 


SEARS. 


READINGS. 


them, and they follow me: and I give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither 
shall any man pluck them out of my hand. My 
Father, which gave them me, is greater than all; 
and no man is able to pluck them out of my Fath- 
er’s hand. I and my Father are one. 

Then the Jews took up stones again to stone him. 

Jesus answered them, Many good works have 
I shewed you from my Father; for which of 
those works do ye stone me?—JOHN X. 22-32. 
Read also 33-39. 


CENTRAL TRUTH. -— Jesus, conscious of his oneness with the Father, knew that 
those whose souls were open to divine truth would be drawn to him, —drawn as by the 


Father Himself. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Where did the last lesson about Jesus leave 
him? 

At the house of Mary and Martha, in Bethany. 

2. What feast occurred while he was in the 
Boa sproed ot Jerusalem’? 

The Feast of Dedication. 

8. Would many Jews be drawn to the temple 
ou the days of this feast? 

Yes: the front of the temple was adorned with 
shields and golden crowns, and there was music in 
the temple courts. 

4. What part of the temple was called Solo- 
mon’s Porch? 

The eastern portico, or colonnade. 

5. Why was it so called ? 

Some portion of it may have been the remains of 
the porch built by Solomon. 

6. What occurred on one of the feast days, 
when Jesus, who had gone up to the temple, was 
walking in this porch? 


FOR OLDER 


1. While Jesus was at Bethany, what feast oc- 
curred ? 

2. What did this feast commemorate ? 

3. What do you suppose was the object of Je- 
sus in going up to the temple? 

4. Jesus was walking in Solomon’s porch, and 
the Jews came round him to question him: how 
do jou picture the scene ? 

5. What did the Jews wish to know? 

6. What did Jesus reply-to them? 

7. What former teaching of his did he refer to ? 

8. What did he mean by saying that these 
Jews were not of his sheep? 


The leading Jews went to him and asked him to 
tell them plainly whether he was the Messiah or 
not. 

7. Why did he not answer them as they de- 
sired ? 

It may be because their ideas of the Messiah 
were so different from his. 

8 How did he wish them to decide for them- 
selves? 

From his teachings and his works. 

9. What would these testify ? 

That the truth he taught and lived: came from 
the Father. 

10. Jesus was so sure of this, and so lived in 
God, that he could say what? 

1 and the Father are one. 

11. What did the Jews do when he said this? 

Took up stones to stone him. 

12. How did Jesus restrain them ? 

By calmly asking them their reason. 


SCHOLARS. 


That they were in such a condition of mind and 
heart that they would not receive the truth he 
taught. 

9. Who were to be accounted his sheep? 

10. How would he give them eternal life? 

11. Why cculd such never be separated from 
Jesus? 

12. What did Jesus mean by saying, “I and 
the Father are one”? Nae 

13. Why were the Jews moved to stone him? 

14. What did Jesus calmly ask them ? 

15. How did he justify himself from their own 
Scriptures ? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The temple at the Feast of Dedication; Jesus in Solomon’s porch 
him, and their question; their motive in asking it; his answer; 


; the clustering of the Jews about 
the distinction between his sheep 


and those not his sheep; his giving eternal life; the giving by the Father: ith { : 
the blasphemy; Jesus clears himself of the charge. = oor nenets Ongnos with the Watton, 
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[DEc. 20.] 


LESSON XII. —JESUS AT THE PHARISEE’S HOUSE. 


“Plant in us the humble mind, 
Patient, pitiful, and kind; 
Meek and lowly let us be, 

Full of goodness, full of Thee.” 


WESLEY. 


SCRIPTURE READINGS. 


Therefore they sought again to) take Jesus; but 
he escaped out of their hand, and went away again 
beyond Jordan, into the place where John at first 
baptized; and there he abode. — JOHN x. 39, 40. 

And it came to pass, when he had come into the 
house of one of the*chief men of the Pharisces on 
the Sabbath to eat, bread, that they,were watching 
him. 

And he spake a parable to those who were in- 
vited, when he observed how,that they chose out 
the highest places~at the table, saying to them, 
When thou art invited by any one to a wedding, do 
not take the highest place. But when thou art in- 
vited, go and recline in the lowest place. For 


every one that exalteth himself will be hum- 
bled; and he that humbleth himself will be 
exalted. 

And he said also to him who invited him, When 
thou makest a dinner or a supper, do not invite thy 
friends, nor thy brothers, nor thy kinsmen, nor rich 
neighbors: lest they tuo invite thee in return, and 
a recompense be made thee. But when thou 
makest a feast call the poor, the maimed, 
the lame, the blind; and thou shalt be 
blessed, because they cannot recompense 
thee; but thou shalt be recompensed at the 
resurrection of the righteous.— From LUKE 
xiv., Noyes’s Translation. Read LUKE xiy, 1-24, 


CENTRAL TRUTH. — Heavenly {exaltation and reward come through humility and 


charity. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. After the talk with Jesus in the temple at 
the Feast of Dedication, what did the Jews at- 
tempt? 


He took the man and healed him. 
7. What did Jesus notice ? 
Fhat the guests tried to get the highest places at 


They tried to seize Jesus; but he escaped from | the table. 


_ them. 


2. Could he teach any longer at Jerusalem with 
safety ? 

No: so he withdrew into the provinee on the 
other side of the Jordan, called Perea. 

8. Did he live there in privacy ? 


No: many went to him to hear his tecehings, | 


and learned to belicve on him. 
, ke was he invited to dine one Sabbath 
ay 
Ai the house of one of the chief’ Pharisees. 
5. Who was there among those present ? 
A man sick of the dropsy. 
6. What is it said that Jesus did? 


8. What did he say was the better way? 

To take the lowest places; and leave it for the 
host to invite to the higher places: ~ 

9. How do you feel towards those who selfishly 
demand the best for themselves ? 

10. How do you feel towards these who are 
more thoughtful of others? 

11. What guests did Jesus advise should be 
invited to feasts? 

Fhe poor, the lame, the blind. 

12. Why do you think it is better to give a 


| feast unto them than unto the rich? 


13. How do you like what Jesus taught at the 


) house of the Pharisee ? 


FOR OLDER SCHOLARS. 


1. What occurred at the temple after the con- 
versation that was the subject of the last Jesson ? 
2. Where did Jesus go afterwards, and why ? 

8. Did he go about teaching there ? 

4. Why do you suppose one of the chief Phari- 
sees mvited him to eat bread at his house? 

5. What occurred there? 

6. What led him to put forth a parable? 

7. What was the parable? 

8. How is it that a man who exalteth himself 
will be humbled ? 

9. How can a man who humbleth himself be- 
come exalted ? 


10. After this lesson to the guests, what did 
Jesus say to the host? ; 

1k Do you think that Jesus objected to the 
entertainment of friends ? 

12. If a man gives a feast to his friends to dis- 
play his hospitality, what is his reward? 

13. What is the reward of true benevolence? 

14. What did Jesus mean by a reeompense at 
‘*the resurrection ef the righteous” ? oe 

15. What other parable did Jesus utter on that 
occasion ? 

16. How do you think the oecasion was en- 
joyed by the guests? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The attempt to seize Jesus; Jesus leaves Judea; his abode in Perea; the meal at the Pharisee’s 
houe; the sick of the dropsy; the lesson for the guests; the lesson for the host; the parable of the 
supper; the rich instruction of the occasion. ; 
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(Dro. 27.] 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSONS. 


LESSON XIII.—JESUS AND SINNERS. 


“Brother, hast thou wandered far 
From thy Father’s happy home, 
With thyself and God at war ? 
Turn thee, brother, homeward come.” 


SCRIPTURE 


Then drew near unto him all the publicans and 
sinners for to hear him. And the Pharisees and 
scribes murmured, saying, This man receiveth sin- 
ners, and eateth with them. 

And he spake this parable unto them, saying, 
What woman having ten pieces of silver, if she 
lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep 
the house, and seek diligently till she find it? And 


when she hath found it, she calleth her friends and | 


her neighbors together, saying, Rejoice with me; 


READINGS. 


for I have found the piece which I had lost. 
Likewise, I say unto you, there is joy in the pres- 
ence of the angels of God over one sinner that re- 
penteth. 

And he said unto him, Son, thou art ever with me, 
and all that I haveis thine. It was meet that we 
should make merry, and be glad: for this 
thy brother was dead, and is alive again; and 
was lost, and is found. — LUKE xy. 1-3, 8-10, 
31, 32. Read the whole chapter. 


CENTRAL TRUTH.—The mission of Jesus was to seek the lost, to bring the wan- 


dering back to the Father’s house. 


FOR YOUNG SCHOLARS. 


1. Who came to the abode of Jesus to hear 
him? 

Publicans and sinners. 

2. Why were the publicans classed with sin- 
ners? 

They were very much disliked by the Jews, be- 
cause they collected the taxes for the Rumans. 

3. Why did the Pharisees find fault with Jesus? 

Because he received and ate with such men. 

4. How did the Pharisees treat such men ? 

They avoided them, thinking that they would be 
defiled by their touch. 

5. Why did Jesus treat sinners so kindly, and 
like to have them come to him? 

Because he wanted to help them to be better, 

6. Do you think a man can be really good 
without wanting to help others to be good? 

7. What stories did Jesus tell to show how glad 
it made the angels to have the wicked repent and 
lead good lives? 


FOR OLDER 


1. On one particular occasion who drew near 
to Jesus to hear him? 

2. What was his treatment of such men ?. 

8. Why did the Pharisees murmur ? 

4. Was it a true love of holiness that kept 
them apart from the low and degraded ? 

5. What was the difference between their feel- 
ing towards such, and the feeling of Jesus? 

6. How did Jesus show the Pharisees the incon- 
sistency of their conduct? 

7. How much more ought we to seek a lost 
man, than to seek a lost sheep, or a lost piece of 
money ? 


The story of a man having a hundred sheep, and 
the story of « woman who had ten pieces of money. 

8. What would the man who had lost one of 
his hundred sheep do? 

Go and search for it until he found it. 

9. What would the woman who had lost one of 
her ten pieces of money do? 

Search for it until she found tt. ‘ 

10. Would they be glad when they had found 
what they sought? 

11. When men are lost to goodness and happi- 
ness, What should be done in regard to them ? 

They should be sought, and brought back to live 
rightly. 

12. What story did Jesus tell to show how 
ready God is to receive the sinful when they re- 
pent? 

The story of the ‘* Prodigal Son.”’ 

13. Do you not think Jesus had a beautiful way 
of teaching? 


SCHOLARS. 


8. In what sense are the sinful lost? 

9. What is it to seek and find them ? 

10. Tell the story of the Prodigal Son. 

11. Who like prodigal sons have wandered from 
the Heavenly Father’s house? 

12. What is it to go back to the Father’s house? 

13. How does the Father receive his erring 
children, when they turn to go back? 

14. If we have the heavenly spirit in us as 
Jesus had in him, how shall we feel towards the 
ignorant and sinful? 

15. What resemblance to the Pharisees do you 


| see in the conduct of the elder son? 


OUTLINE FOR ADVANCED CLASSES. 


The occasion; the Pharisaic method of treating the degraded. and sinful; the method of Jesus: 
murmuring of the Pharisees; their inconsistency shown by the parables of “‘ The Lost Sheep ” and 
““The Lost Piece of Money;” the parable of ‘* The Prodigal Son;” its teaching. 


